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Our

After graduating college in 2000 with over $10,000 in debt, I worked 
at a youth ministry 
amazing but the pay was less than desirable. 

In 2006, I bought a foreclosed home which involved a major remo
I took on a car loan for $9,000, since I “needed” a truck for the 
remodel work, which, due to my lack of experience, ended up going 
over budget by $15,000 

2008 brought with it stress and frustration. My wife and I knew that 
there was a deeper purpose to our lives, yet we were slaves to our 
debt. While we both enjoyed our jobs to some degree, each 
paycheck brought added frustration as we were barely making the 
minimums on our debt payments. It didn’t take a math whiz to see 
that at our current income level, 
future to pay for our past.

This culminated in September of 2008, when Beth 
jobs and became independent insurance adjusters, working in 
Houston for several weeks after H
a large infusion of cash, it also brought more debt, as I had to 
purchase 
such as a
savings, guess who pi

“At its highest, 

$119,123 in 
consumer debt.”

www.DebtToLife.com

Our Story

After graduating college in 2000 with over $10,000 in debt, I worked 
at a youth ministry in Texas 
amazing but the pay was less than desirable. 

In 2006, I bought a foreclosed home which involved a major remo
I took on a car loan for $9,000, since I “needed” a truck for the 
remodel work, which, due to my lack of experience, ended up going 
over budget by $15,000 

2008 brought with it stress and frustration. My wife and I knew that 
there was a deeper purpose to our lives, yet we were slaves to our 
debt. While we both enjoyed our jobs to some degree, each 
paycheck brought added frustration as we were barely making the 
minimums on our debt payments. It didn’t take a math whiz to see 

at our current income level, 
future to pay for our past.

This culminated in September of 2008, when Beth 
jobs and became independent insurance adjusters, working in 
Houston for several weeks after H
a large infusion of cash, it also brought more debt, as I had to 
purchase several items which were previously provided by my job, 
such as a laptop, cell 
savings, guess who picked up the tab?

“At its highest, 
we were 

$119,123 in 
consumer debt.”
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After graduating college in 2000 with over $10,000 in debt, I worked 
in Texas for several years, where the job was 

amazing but the pay was less than desirable. 

In 2006, I bought a foreclosed home which involved a major remo
I took on a car loan for $9,000, since I “needed” a truck for the 
remodel work, which, due to my lack of experience, ended up going 
over budget by $15,000 – all on credit cards.

I married my beautiful wife 
paid for our honeymoon ($42
cards, which seemed small compared to the 
$33,000 school loan that my wife brought into 
the marriage. We also bought 
new furniture for the house 

2008 brought with it stress and frustration. My wife and I knew that 
there was a deeper purpose to our lives, yet we were slaves to our 
debt. While we both enjoyed our jobs to some degree, each 
paycheck brought added frustration as we were barely making the 
minimums on our debt payments. It didn’t take a math whiz to see 

at our current income level, we would be spending years of our 
future to pay for our past.

This culminated in September of 2008, when Beth 
jobs and became independent insurance adjusters, working in 
Houston for several weeks after Hurricane Ike. While this brought in 
a large infusion of cash, it also brought more debt, as I had to 

several items which were previously provided by my job, 
laptop, cell phone, printer, etc

cked up the tab? Papa Visa.

                                                               

After graduating college in 2000 with over $10,000 in debt, I worked 
for several years, where the job was 

amazing but the pay was less than desirable. 

In 2006, I bought a foreclosed home which involved a major remo
I took on a car loan for $9,000, since I “needed” a truck for the 
remodel work, which, due to my lack of experience, ended up going 

all on credit cards.

my beautiful wife in 2007, 
oneymoon ($4200) on credit 

cards, which seemed small compared to the 
$33,000 school loan that my wife brought into 

We also bought about $3000 of 
new furniture for the house on credit.

2008 brought with it stress and frustration. My wife and I knew that 
there was a deeper purpose to our lives, yet we were slaves to our 
debt. While we both enjoyed our jobs to some degree, each 
paycheck brought added frustration as we were barely making the 
minimums on our debt payments. It didn’t take a math whiz to see 

we would be spending years of our 

This culminated in September of 2008, when Beth and I both quit our 
jobs and became independent insurance adjusters, working in 

urricane Ike. While this brought in 
a large infusion of cash, it also brought more debt, as I had to 

several items which were previously provided by my job, 
, etc. Since we didn’t have any 
Papa Visa.
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In 2009, we made ends meet for the first few months of the year, 
living 
independent insurance adjuster, you live or die by the weather, and 
unfortunately for us, mother nature w
had very little work. 
a job in Austin
100% commission
make something happen. 
doors with 

Yet despite our circumstances, somehow we still had hope. We knew 
God’s promise 
(Psalm 34). My wife and I would e
going to find a way out of the hole we had dug ourselves into. 

They say that desperate times call 
for des
sometimes 
calls)
managers
adjuster, just to see if there was any 
work, anywhere
were given 
“opportunity” involved 

The decision was easy
drow

With 
we packed up and hit the road
job, we don’t ge
This meant tha
after moving were 
call my boss twice to request an advance to pay our mortgage)
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In 2009, we made ends meet for the first few months of the year, 
living mostly off of the money we made in Houston
independent insurance adjuster, you live or die by the weather, and 
unfortunately for us, mother nature w
had very little work. K
a job in Austin, Texas,
100% commission. My wife is 
make something happen. 
doors with zero sales, we knew we were in trouble. 

Yet despite our circumstances, somehow we still had hope. We knew 
s promise that “those who seek the Lord lack no good thing

(Psalm 34). My wife and I would e
going to find a way out of the hole we had dug ourselves into. 

They say that desperate times call 
for desperate measures (and 
sometimes some desperate phone 

). I called up one 
managers I had worked for as an 
adjuster, just to see if there was any 
work, anywhere. To my 
were given an opportunity
“opportunity” involved 

The decision was easy
drown.” We moved. And 

With only a few hundred dollars (thanks to a gift from our 
we packed up and hit the road

, we don’t get paid until 6
This meant that almost 
after moving were on credit cards
call my boss twice to request an advance to pay our mortgage)
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In 2009, we made ends meet for the first few months of the year, 
off of the money we made in Houston

independent insurance adjuster, you live or die by the weather, and 
unfortunately for us, mother nature w

Knowing that we would be broke 
, Texas, as a door-to-door roof salesman

. My wife is a trooper
make something happen. However, after knocking on over a hundred 

zero sales, we knew we were in trouble. 

Yet despite our circumstances, somehow we still had hope. We knew 
that “those who seek the Lord lack no good thing

(Psalm 34). My wife and I would encourage each other that we were 
going to find a way out of the hole we had dug ourselves into. 

They say that desperate times call 
perate measures (and 

desperate phone 
p one of the 

I had worked for as an 
adjuster, just to see if there was any 

. To my surprise we 
an opportunity….but there was a catch. 

“opportunity” involved relocating to another state. 

The decision was easy. It was either, “move and work,” or
And boy did we work.

only a few hundred dollars (thanks to a gift from our 
we packed up and hit the road for Florida

t paid until 6-8 weeks after 
almost all of our expenses for the first two months

on credit cards (“almost all” meaning that I had to 
call my boss twice to request an advance to pay our mortgage)
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nowing that we would be broke by
door roof salesman

a trooper, and we were committed to 
fter knocking on over a hundred 

zero sales, we knew we were in trouble. 

Yet despite our circumstances, somehow we still had hope. We knew 
that “those who seek the Lord lack no good thing

ncourage each other that we were 
going to find a way out of the hole we had dug ourselves into. 

….but there was a catch. 
to another state. 

“move and work,” or
did we work.

only a few hundred dollars (thanks to a gift from our 
for Florida. Due to the nature of our 

8 weeks after inspecting
all of our expenses for the first two months

(“almost all” meaning that I had to 
call my boss twice to request an advance to pay our mortgage)

“Empty pockets never 
held anyone back. Only 
empty heads and empty 

hearts can do that.”
  Norman Vincent Peale
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as very calm that year and we 
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door roof salesman, working on 
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fter knocking on over a hundred 

Yet despite our circumstances, somehow we still had hope. We knew 
that “those who seek the Lord lack no good thing” 

ncourage each other that we were 
going to find a way out of the hole we had dug ourselves into. 

….but there was a catch. This 

“move and work,” or, “stay and 

only a few hundred dollars (thanks to a gift from our friends!), 
the nature of our 
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all of our expenses for the first two months

(“almost all” meaning that I had to 
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Norman Vincent Peale
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At its highest
$44,638 on five credit cards, $30,2
in school loans, and $7,000 on a car loan.

After 18 months of 60
goal. We were debt free
quit and move back 
compelling vision that we 
each other 

Our journey isn’t simply one of working hard and paying off debt. We 
had to let go of the mindsets that kept us in
the spending habits that kept us broke. We had to learn to have 
financial margin in our lives. And most of all, we have to continually 
refocus our vision of what it means 

It’s now March, 2011
child. I’m thankful that Beth and I were able to close the chapter of 
debt in our lives before writing our chapter on family.

As you read this, our prayer is 
that God will use this to 
refocus your Vision. That 
will set you free from old 
mindsets and old habits, and 
that you will get a picture of 
yourself the way you were 
born to be: Free

All the best,
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,638 on five credit cards, $30,243 on a home equity loan, $37,242 

in school loans, and $7,000 on a car loan.

After 18 months of 60-70 hour work weeks, we 
goal. We were debt free! There were so many times we wanted to 
quit and move back home, but in our hearts we had a clear and 
compelling vision that we were going to make it!

daily of that vision. 

Our journey isn’t simply one of working hard and paying off debt. We 
had to let go of the mindsets that kept us in
the spending habits that kept us broke. We had to learn to have 
financial margin in our lives. And most of all, we have to continually 
refocus our vision of what it means for us 

, and in just a few months, we’re having our first 
. I’m thankful that Beth and I were able to close the chapter of 

debt in our lives before writing our chapter on family.

As you read this, our prayer is 
that God will use this to 
refocus your Vision. That he 
will set you free from old 
mindsets and old habits, and 
that you will get a picture of 
yourself the way you were 

                                                               

consumer debt. This included 
43 on a home equity loan, $37,242 

in school loans, and $7,000 on a car loan.

work weeks, we accomplished our 
here were so many times we wanted to 

ome, but in our hearts we had a clear and 
were going to make it! And we reminded 

Our journey isn’t simply one of working hard and paying off debt. We 
had to let go of the mindsets that kept us in debt. We had to sever 
the spending habits that kept us broke. We had to learn to have 
financial margin in our lives. And most of all, we have to continually 

for us to live financially free. 

n just a few months, we’re having our first 
. I’m thankful that Beth and I were able to close the chapter of 

debt in our lives before writing our chapter on family.
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Part I: Why Vision?
Since you’re reading this, it’s fair that I let you know I’m making 
two, seemingly 

My first assumption is that you’re average. 







My second assumption is that you’re sick of average. 






VViissiioo
I want to explain why I’m writing about Vision, and why I’m not 
writing about the “Practicals,” like budgeting, loan 
consolidation, cutting up your credit cards, and a host of other 
topics that most people run to first. 

The f
clearly visualize what a successful outcome looks like. Study any 
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Part I: Why Vision?
Since you’re reading this, it’s fair that I let you know I’m making 
two, seemingly contradictory, assumptions about you. 

My first assumption is that you’re average. 
The average American household has over $10,000 in 
credit card debt, spread over four credit cards. 
The average American has 13 credit obligations. 
The average auto loan
The average home mortgage is around $240,000. 
Average = $280,000 in debt. It’s not good to be average. 

My second assumption is that you’re sick of average. 
You feel like your true purpose is on hold because you’re a 
slave to debt.
You’re done with the debt game, because no matter what 
the “experts” say, there’s no such thing as “good” debt 
(there’s only bad debt and worse debt). 
You’re tired of having to mortgage your future to pay for 
your past. You just want to be f

oonn vvss.. PPrraaccttiiccaa
I want to explain why I’m writing about Vision, and why I’m not 
writing about the “Practicals,” like budgeting, loan 
consolidation, cutting up your credit cards, and a host of other 
topics that most people run to first. 

The first step to success in every great 
clearly visualize what a successful outcome looks like. Study any 
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great success, whether it be in the field of sports, business, or 
in the home, and you’ll find that all successful people have
relatively clear 
before they began the journey. 
“define the win.”

Too many people, anxious to get out of their current situation, 
just jump in the car and start driving (start 
without defining the destination. If you don’t know where 
you’re going, you’re not going to know how to get there, and 
you’re not going to know when you’ve arrived.

The greatest explanation of the difference between Vision and 
Pract
Exupery

“If you want to build a ship, don’t herd people 
together to collect wood and don’t assign them 
tasks and work, but rather teach them to long for 
the endless immensity of th

My hope is that you burn for freedom. Your debt is bondage 
to you and it is holding you back. The practicals will take 
care of themselves if you have a heart that is hungry for 
freedom. 

HHooww

If you enjoy the “Bi
with the story of Eric Chopin. Eric won season 3 after going 
from 407 pounds to 193 pounds (which, by the way, is 
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If you enjoy the “Biggest Loser,” then you’re probably familiar 
with the story of Eric Chopin. Eric won season 3 after going 
from 407 pounds to 193 pounds (which, by the way, is 
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from 407 pounds to 193 pounds (which, by the way, is 
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absolutely incredible). The problem was that after the show 
was over he gained 122 pounds back.
214 pounds you learn how to work out and eat right…right?

made completely out of emotion. Whether it’s an SUV or 
Starbucks, big or small, we sabo
we let our emotions write the checks (or swipe the card).  

Back to Eric’s story. Why is it that so many people who lose 
weight gain it back? I won’t pretend to know all the answers, 
but I will say this: 
not about “living.” Their destination 
is measured in terms of “loss,” not 
in terms of “lifestyle.” 

What is the natural reaction once 
we’ve accomplished a goal? Like a 
marathon runner who crosses the 
finish line, we stop run

“The challenge with 
money is that 

think it is 
dollars and

income and expenses. 
The truth is that it is all 
about emotions: fear, 

security, control, 
power, hopes, dream

and desires.
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absolutely incredible). The problem was that after the show 
was over he gained 122 pounds back.
214 pounds you learn how to work out and eat right…right?

made completely out of emotion. Whether it’s an SUV or 
Starbucks, big or small, we sabo
we let our emotions write the checks (or swipe the card).  

Back to Eric’s story. Why is it that so many people who lose 
weight gain it back? I won’t pretend to know all the answers, 
but I will say this: for 
not about “living.” Their destination 
is measured in terms of “loss,” not 
in terms of “lifestyle.” 

What is the natural reaction once 
we’ve accomplished a goal? Like a 
marathon runner who crosses the 
finish line, we stop run

“The challenge with 
money is that we often

think it is just about 
dollars and cents, 

income and expenses. 
The truth is that it is all 
about emotions: fear, 

security, control, 
power, hopes, dream

and desires.” -WW
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absolutely incredible). The problem was that after the show 
was over he gained 122 pounds back.
214 pounds you learn how to work out and eat right…right?

When you read his story, you’ll see 
that the issue for him wasn’t in the 
practicals. His struggle, and 
resulting weight gain, was 
fundamentally an emotional issue. 

In the same way, the vast majority of 
the mistakes we make with money 
are not because we don’t know or 
understand the practicals, it is 
because of dozens of poor decisions 

made completely out of emotion. Whether it’s an SUV or 
Starbucks, big or small, we sabotage ourselves financially when 
we let our emotions write the checks (or swipe the card).  

Back to Eric’s story. Why is it that so many people who lose 
weight gain it back? I won’t pretend to know all the answers, 

for most people, t
not about “living.” Their destination 
is measured in terms of “loss,” not 
in terms of “lifestyle.” 

What is the natural reaction once 
we’ve accomplished a goal? Like a 
marathon runner who crosses the 
finish line, we stop running. 

“The challenge with 
we often

about 
cents, 

income and expenses. 
The truth is that it is all 
about emotions: fear, 

security, control, 
power, hopes, dreams, 

WW

                                                               

absolutely incredible). The problem was that after the show 
was over he gained 122 pounds back. How? Surely after losing 
214 pounds you learn how to work out and eat right…right?

When you read his story, you’ll see 
that the issue for him wasn’t in the 
practicals. His struggle, and 
resulting weight gain, was 
fundamentally an emotional issue. 

the same way, the vast majority of 
the mistakes we make with money 
are not because we don’t know or 
understand the practicals, it is 
because of dozens of poor decisions 

made completely out of emotion. Whether it’s an SUV or 
tage ourselves financially when 

we let our emotions write the checks (or swipe the card).  

Back to Eric’s story. Why is it that so many people who lose 
weight gain it back? I won’t pretend to know all the answers, 

, the goal is all about 
not about “living.” Their destination 
is measured in terms of “loss,” not 

What is the natural reaction once 
we’ve accomplished a goal? Like a 
marathon runner who crosses the 

"What we vividly 
imagine, ardently 

desire, enthusiastically 
act upon, must 
inevitably come 

to pass."
- Colin P. Sisson
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absolutely incredible). The problem was that after the show 
Surely after losing 

214 pounds you learn how to work out and eat right…right?

When you read his story, you’ll see 
that the issue for him wasn’t in the 
practicals. His struggle, and the 
resulting weight gain, was 
fundamentally an emotional issue. 

the same way, the vast majority of 
the mistakes we make with money 
are not because we don’t know or 
understand the practicals, it is 
because of dozens of poor decisions 

made completely out of emotion. Whether it’s an SUV or 
tage ourselves financially when 

we let our emotions write the checks (or swipe the card).  

Back to Eric’s story. Why is it that so many people who lose 
weight gain it back? I won’t pretend to know all the answers, 

he goal is all about “losing,” 

"What we vividly 
imagine, ardently 

desire, enthusiastically 
act upon, must 
inevitably come 

to pass."
Colin P. Sisson
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TThhee

You see, for most people, weight loss is an “event.” They set a 
goal to lose 20 pounds, and once that goal has been 
accomplished, the “event” is over and they go back to living the 
way they were before, typically gain
weight back. This is why vision is paramount. 

To simply set a goal of being debt
“event” thinking. Being debt
is also very close to being broke. A lot of homeless
debt free, and this is obviously not your goal. 

Without a clear and compelling vision of what your life will look 
like financially 
stop doing the things that got you to a place of financial 
freedom 

I have a friend who 
excited several months ago 
tell me that 
finished paying off their SUV. I 
was very proud of him as I didn’t 
see him as one who really had 
the drive to get out of debt. 

He rece
just traded in his 
and purchased a brand new SUV. His reasons were all the 
common ones 
good trade i
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DDaannggeerrss ooff EEvv

You see, for most people, weight loss is an “event.” They set a 
goal to lose 20 pounds, and once that goal has been 
accomplished, the “event” is over and they go back to living the 
way they were before, typically gain
weight back. This is why vision is paramount. 

To simply set a goal of being debt
“event” thinking. Being debt
is also very close to being broke. A lot of homeless
debt free, and this is obviously not your goal. 

Without a clear and compelling vision of what your life will look 
like financially after 
stop doing the things that got you to a place of financial 
freedom in the first place. 

I have a friend who called me all 
excited several months ago 
tell me that he and his wife 
finished paying off their SUV. I 
was very proud of him as I didn’t 
see him as one who really had 
the drive to get out of debt. 

He recently called me with some 
just traded in his paid
and purchased a brand new SUV. His reasons were all the 
common ones – his “old” car was starting to wear out, he got a 
good trade in value, low
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vveenntt TThhiinnkkiinngg

You see, for most people, weight loss is an “event.” They set a 
goal to lose 20 pounds, and once that goal has been 
accomplished, the “event” is over and they go back to living the 
way they were before, typically gain
weight back. This is why vision is paramount. 

To simply set a goal of being debt-
“event” thinking. Being debt-free is a great starting place, but it 
is also very close to being broke. A lot of homeless
debt free, and this is obviously not your goal. 

Without a clear and compelling vision of what your life will look 
after you’re out of debt, the temptation is to 

stop doing the things that got you to a place of financial 
in the first place. 

called me all 
excited several months ago to 

he and his wife had 
finished paying off their SUV. I 
was very proud of him as I didn’t 
see him as one who really had 
the drive to get out of debt. 

ntly called me with some more 
paid-off SUV, with less than 100,000 miles, 

and purchased a brand new SUV. His reasons were all the 
his “old” car was starting to wear out, he got a 

n value, low interest rate,

                                                               

gg

You see, for most people, weight loss is an “event.” They set a 
goal to lose 20 pounds, and once that goal has been 
accomplished, the “event” is over and they go back to living the 
way they were before, typically gaining some or all of the 
weight back. This is why vision is paramount. 

-free is shortsighted
free is a great starting place, but it 

is also very close to being broke. A lot of homeless
debt free, and this is obviously not your goal. 

Without a clear and compelling vision of what your life will look 
you’re out of debt, the temptation is to 

stop doing the things that got you to a place of financial 

more “good news.” He had 
SUV, with less than 100,000 miles, 

and purchased a brand new SUV. His reasons were all the 
his “old” car was starting to wear out, he got a 

interest rate, safer, etc. 

Another way to solve the 
traffic problems of this 
country is to pass a law 

that only paid-for cars be 
allowed to use the 

highways. - Will Rogers
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You see, for most people, weight loss is an “event.” They set a 
goal to lose 20 pounds, and once that goal has been 
accomplished, the “event” is over and they go back to living the 

ing some or all of the 

free is shortsighted. This is 
free is a great starting place, but it 

is also very close to being broke. A lot of homeless men are 

Without a clear and compelling vision of what your life will look 
you’re out of debt, the temptation is to 

stop doing the things that got you to a place of financial 

“good news.” He had 
SUV, with less than 100,000 miles, 

and purchased a brand new SUV. His reasons were all the 
his “old” car was starting to wear out, he got a 

Another way to solve the 
traffic problems of this 
country is to pass a law 

-for cars be 
to use the 

Will Rogers
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But after all the excuses were over, he admitted that they 
didn’t even plan on buying when they went out to look at new 
vehicles…in other words…he bought out of emotion. 

Becoming
mental and emotional transformation which is 
having a clear and compelling vision of who you are and what 
you want out of life. 

There are a million articles online about the practicals. But 
what is needed is a conversation about Vision. About 
understanding who you are, and where yo
having a clear and compelling Vision of your future that keeps 
you moving forward, and helps keep your emotions aligned 
with your goals rat

Having a clear and compelling Vision is 
just about the mos
any person can possess.  Just ask 
Donald Trum
in debt
he is 
my favorite role model in the world, 
you can’t deny the

“The rich rule over the 

borrower is slave 
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But after all the excuses were over, he admitted that they 
didn’t even plan on buying when they went out to look at new 
vehicles…in other words…he bought out of emotion. 

Becoming debt-free is an event. 
mental and emotional transformation which is 
having a clear and compelling vision of who you are and what 
you want out of life. 

There are a million articles online about the practicals. But 
what is needed is a conversation about Vision. About 
understanding who you are, and where yo
having a clear and compelling Vision of your future that keeps 
you moving forward, and helps keep your emotions aligned 
with your goals rather than working against them. 

Having a clear and compelling Vision is 
just about the mos
any person can possess.  Just ask 
Donald Trump, who was $900,000,000 
in debt in the early 90s and 
he is a Billionaire. While he’s 
my favorite role model in the world, 
you can’t deny the power of vision.

“The rich rule over the 
poor, and the 

borrower is slave 
to the lender.”
Proverbs 22:7
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But after all the excuses were over, he admitted that they 
didn’t even plan on buying when they went out to look at new 
vehicles…in other words…he bought out of emotion. 

I did the math on his loan, 
he is going to e
thousands 
purchase was indeed good news, for 
the bank and 
not for my friend or his family.

free is an event. 
mental and emotional transformation which is 
having a clear and compelling vision of who you are and what 
you want out of life. 

There are a million articles online about the practicals. But 
what is needed is a conversation about Vision. About 
understanding who you are, and where yo
having a clear and compelling Vision of your future that keeps 
you moving forward, and helps keep your emotions aligned 

her than working against them. 

Having a clear and compelling Vision is 
just about the most powerful thing 
any person can possess.  Just ask 

p, who was $900,000,000 
in the early 90s and right now 

a Billionaire. While he’s far from
my favorite role model in the world, 

power of vision.

“The rich rule over the 

borrower is slave 

                                                               

But after all the excuses were over, he admitted that they 
didn’t even plan on buying when they went out to look at new 
vehicles…in other words…he bought out of emotion. 

I did the math on his loan, 
he is going to end up spending 
thousands extra in interest. His 
purchase was indeed good news, for 
the bank and for the salesman, but 
not for my friend or his family.

free is an event. Staying debt-free involves 
mental and emotional transformation which is only possible by 
having a clear and compelling vision of who you are and what 

There are a million articles online about the practicals. But 
what is needed is a conversation about Vision. About 
understanding who you are, and where you’re going in life. It’s 
having a clear and compelling Vision of your future that keeps 
you moving forward, and helps keep your emotions aligned 

her than working against them. 

Having a clear and compelling Vision is 
t powerful thing 

any person can possess.  Just ask 
p, who was $900,000,000 

right now 
far from

my favorite role model in the world, 

"The greatest danger 
for most of us is not 
that our aim is too 

high and we miss it, 
but that it is too low 

and we reach it."
— Michelangelo
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But after all the excuses were over, he admitted that they 
didn’t even plan on buying when they went out to look at new 
vehicles…in other words…he bought out of emotion. 

I did the math on his loan, and sadly 
nd up spending 
n interest. His 

purchase was indeed good news, for 
the salesman, but 

not for my friend or his family.

free involves 
only possible by 

having a clear and compelling vision of who you are and what 

There are a million articles online about the practicals. But 
what is needed is a conversation about Vision. About 

u’re going in life. It’s 
having a clear and compelling Vision of your future that keeps 
you moving forward, and helps keep your emotions aligned 

"The greatest danger 
for most of us is not 
that our aim is too 

high and we miss it, 
but that it is too low 

and we reach it."
Michelangelo
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Here’s the Botto
debt free always begins with what you see.

Part
IIff HHoo

I read once about an experiment where scientists put a mous
in a tub of water
could swim. It turns out not very long, only about three 
minutes before giving up. They repeated the experiment, but 
this time they left on a small light in the room, giving the mouse 
the ability to see. 
hours.

   SS
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Here’s the Bottom Line: Your journey of being, and staying, 
debt free always begins with what you see.

Part II: The Power of Vision
ooppee FFllooaattss,, TThh

I read once about an experiment where scientists put a mous
in a tub of water in a 
could swim. It turns out not very long, only about three 
minutes before giving up. They repeated the experiment, but 
this time they left on a small light in the room, giving the mouse 
the ability to see. To t
hours.

SSoommeetthhiinngg ttoo tthh
 Are you guilty of “Event Thinking”? How?
 Do you have a vision for your life 

debt free?
 Which area do you feel stronger in 

clear Vision for yourself, or working through the 
practical asp

 What one thought has stuck out to you the most 
so far?
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m Line: Your journey of being, and staying, 
debt free always begins with what you see.

I: The Power of Vision
hheenn VViissiioonn SSww

I read once about an experiment where scientists put a mous
in a room without any light 

could swim. It turns out not very long, only about three 
minutes before giving up. They repeated the experiment, but 
this time they left on a small light in the room, giving the mouse 

To their amazement the mouse swam for 36 

hhiinnkk aabboouutt::
Are you guilty of “Event Thinking”? How?
Do you have a vision for your life 
debt free?
Which area do you feel stronger in 
clear Vision for yourself, or working through the 
practical aspects of getting out of debt?
What one thought has stuck out to you the most 

                                                               

m Line: Your journey of being, and staying, 
debt free always begins with what you see. It starts with Vision.

I: The Power of Vision
wwiimmss

I read once about an experiment where scientists put a mous
without any light to see how long it 

could swim. It turns out not very long, only about three 
minutes before giving up. They repeated the experiment, but 
this time they left on a small light in the room, giving the mouse 

heir amazement the mouse swam for 36 

Are you guilty of “Event Thinking”? How?
Do you have a vision for your life after you’re 

Which area do you feel stronger in – creating a 
clear Vision for yourself, or working through the 

ects of getting out of debt?
What one thought has stuck out to you the most 
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m Line: Your journey of being, and staying, 
It starts with Vision.

I: The Power of Vision

I read once about an experiment where scientists put a mouse 
to see how long it 

could swim. It turns out not very long, only about three 
minutes before giving up. They repeated the experiment, but 
this time they left on a small light in the room, giving the mouse 

heir amazement the mouse swam for 36 

Are you guilty of “Event Thinking”? How?
you’re 

creating a 
clear Vision for yourself, or working through the 

ects of getting out of debt?
What one thought has stuck out to you the most 
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At its highest, my wife and I had over $119,000 in consumer 
debt. We know very well what it feels like not just to be 
swimming in debt, but drowning in debt.  There were moments 
of incredible frustration; feel
like the hole we had dug 
ourselves into was way too 
deep to ever get out of. There 
were times, where it was very 
dark. Yet the light never went 
out, and we simply kept 
swimming. 

How did a single light increase the mouse’s chance of survival 
by 71,
in less than two years? That’s the power of vision. 

TThhee

Several years ago, Beth and I had the opportunity to serve with 
a local pastor in Acuña, Mexico, working in several orphanages
churches, and prisons. The pastor was actually from Brooklyn, 
of Puerto Rican descent, so you can imagine this tall, dark, 
commanding figure with a New York accent. Naturally, he was 
very easy to listen to and learn from. 

He made this comment several t
really stuck with me. He’d say in this strong voice, “
greatest gift you can give someone is vision.
to something. 
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At its highest, my wife and I had over $119,000 in consumer 
debt. We know very well what it feels like not just to be 
swimming in debt, but drowning in debt.  There were moments 
of incredible frustration; feel
like the hole we had dug 
ourselves into was way too 
deep to ever get out of. There 
were times, where it was very 
dark. Yet the light never went 
out, and we simply kept 
swimming. 

How did a single light increase the mouse’s chance of survival 
by 71,900 percent? How did we pay off over six figures of debt 
in less than two years? That’s the power of vision. 

GGrreeaatteesstt GGiifftt

Several years ago, Beth and I had the opportunity to serve with 
a local pastor in Acuña, Mexico, working in several orphanages
churches, and prisons. The pastor was actually from Brooklyn, 
of Puerto Rican descent, so you can imagine this tall, dark, 
commanding figure with a New York accent. Naturally, he was 
very easy to listen to and learn from. 

He made this comment several t
really stuck with me. He’d say in this strong voice, “
greatest gift you can give someone is vision.
to something. 
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At its highest, my wife and I had over $119,000 in consumer 
debt. We know very well what it feels like not just to be 
swimming in debt, but drowning in debt.  There were moments 
of incredible frustration; feeling 
like the hole we had dug 
ourselves into was way too 
deep to ever get out of. There 
were times, where it was very 
dark. Yet the light never went 
out, and we simply kept on 

How did a single light increase the mouse’s chance of survival 
900 percent? How did we pay off over six figures of debt 

in less than two years? That’s the power of vision. 

tt

Several years ago, Beth and I had the opportunity to serve with 
a local pastor in Acuña, Mexico, working in several orphanages
churches, and prisons. The pastor was actually from Brooklyn, 
of Puerto Rican descent, so you can imagine this tall, dark, 
commanding figure with a New York accent. Naturally, he was 
very easy to listen to and learn from. 

He made this comment several times during our visit which has 
really stuck with me. He’d say in this strong voice, “
greatest gift you can give someone is vision.

                                                               

At its highest, my wife and I had over $119,000 in consumer 
debt. We know very well what it feels like not just to be 
swimming in debt, but drowning in debt.  There were moments 

How did a single light increase the mouse’s chance of survival 
900 percent? How did we pay off over six figures of debt 

in less than two years? That’s the power of vision. 

Several years ago, Beth and I had the opportunity to serve with 
a local pastor in Acuña, Mexico, working in several orphanages
churches, and prisons. The pastor was actually from Brooklyn, 
of Puerto Rican descent, so you can imagine this tall, dark, 
commanding figure with a New York accent. Naturally, he was 
very easy to listen to and learn from. 

imes during our visit which has 
really stuck with me. He’d say in this strong voice, “
greatest gift you can give someone is vision.” I think he was on 

“A person can live forty 
days without food, four 

days without water, four 
minutes without oxygen, 

but only four seconds 
without hope.”

- Anonymous
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At its highest, my wife and I had over $119,000 in consumer 
debt. We know very well what it feels like not just to be 
swimming in debt, but drowning in debt.  There were moments 

How did a single light increase the mouse’s chance of survival 
900 percent? How did we pay off over six figures of debt 

Several years ago, Beth and I had the opportunity to serve with 
a local pastor in Acuña, Mexico, working in several orphanages, 
churches, and prisons. The pastor was actually from Brooklyn, 
of Puerto Rican descent, so you can imagine this tall, dark, 
commanding figure with a New York accent. Naturally, he was 

imes during our visit which has 
really stuck with me. He’d say in this strong voice, “Wesley! The 

” I think he was on 

“A person can live forty 
days without food, four 

days without water, four 
minutes without oxygen, 

but only four seconds 
without hope.”

Anonymous
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Think about it. What separates the average person from those 
who excel? What
successful and the “just good enough” folks? 

determined people who work 
achieve great success (unless success means being tired and 
frustrated). 

I believe the difference is vision. People who achieve great 
success 
what they can become, and they
becomes their reality. Greatness is not accidental.

It’s abso
vision. 
can be like without debt. 

Imagine getti
choose what you do with the money rather than having to pay 
it to someone else (plus interest). You can save it, give it, invest 
it, spend it; it’s your choice. No matter how much debt you 
have, or how dar
going to come through on the other side. You’re going to 
experience the power of 
your purpose, than your creditors.

“The greatest gift y
can give someone
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Think about it. What separates the average person from those 
who excel? What is the biggest difference between the ϋber 
successful and the “just good enough” folks? 

determined people who work 
achieve great success (unless success means being tired and 
frustrated). 

I believe the difference is vision. People who achieve great 
success always have a clear and simple picture of 
what they can become, and they
becomes their reality. Greatness is not accidental.

It’s absolutely true. The greatest gift anyone can give you 
vision. And I want to help you paint a picture of what your life 
can be like without debt. 

Imagine getting paid and (here’s a thought) you actually get to 
choose what you do with the money rather than having to pay 
it to someone else (plus interest). You can save it, give it, invest 
it, spend it; it’s your choice. No matter how much debt you 
have, or how dark it may seem, you’re going to make it. You’re 
going to come through on the other side. You’re going to 
experience the power of 
your purpose, than your creditors.

“The greatest gift y
can give someone

is vision”
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Think about it. What separates the average person from those 
is the biggest difference between the ϋber 

successful and the “just good enough” folks? 

Very rarely is it natural ability or 
talent. And it’s never luck. A lot of 
people think it is hard work and 
determination, yet I’ve seen 

determined people who work incredibly hard who still don’t 
achieve great success (unless success means being tired and 

I believe the difference is vision. People who achieve great 
have a clear and simple picture of 

what they can become, and they keep striving until their vision 
becomes their reality. Greatness is not accidental.

lutely true. The greatest gift anyone can give you 
I want to help you paint a picture of what your life 

can be like without debt. 

ng paid and (here’s a thought) you actually get to 
choose what you do with the money rather than having to pay 
it to someone else (plus interest). You can save it, give it, invest 
it, spend it; it’s your choice. No matter how much debt you 

k it may seem, you’re going to make it. You’re 
going to come through on the other side. You’re going to 
experience the power of freedom
your purpose, than your creditors.

“The greatest gift you 
can give someone

                                                               

Think about it. What separates the average person from those 
is the biggest difference between the ϋber 

successful and the “just good enough” folks? 

Very rarely is it natural ability or 
talent. And it’s never luck. A lot of 
people think it is hard work and 
determination, yet I’ve seen 

incredibly hard who still don’t 
achieve great success (unless success means being tired and 

I believe the difference is vision. People who achieve great 
have a clear and simple picture of 

keep striving until their vision 
becomes their reality. Greatness is not accidental.

lutely true. The greatest gift anyone can give you 
I want to help you paint a picture of what your life 

ng paid and (here’s a thought) you actually get to 
choose what you do with the money rather than having to pay 
it to someone else (plus interest). You can save it, give it, invest 
it, spend it; it’s your choice. No matter how much debt you 

k it may seem, you’re going to make it. You’re 
going to come through on the other side. You’re going to 

freedom, where life is more about 
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Think about it. What separates the average person from those 
is the biggest difference between the ϋber 

Very rarely is it natural ability or 
talent. And it’s never luck. A lot of 
people think it is hard work and 
determination, yet I’ve seen 

incredibly hard who still don’t 
achieve great success (unless success means being tired and 

I believe the difference is vision. People who achieve great 
have a clear and simple picture of who and 

keep striving until their vision 

lutely true. The greatest gift anyone can give you is 
I want to help you paint a picture of what your life 

ng paid and (here’s a thought) you actually get to 
choose what you do with the money rather than having to pay 
it to someone else (plus interest). You can save it, give it, invest 
it, spend it; it’s your choice. No matter how much debt you 

k it may seem, you’re going to make it. You’re 
going to come through on the other side. You’re going to 

where life is more about 
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VViissiioo

Have you ever heard the term, “Mind
have a strong vision, a clear mental picture of what you want to 
do or become, it creates a gap between where you want to be 
and where you are now.  If that vision is compelling, and you 
truly believe that it can be achieved, then it se
the following formula:

This only works if you truly believe in
if your vision is to be the next American Idol, but you can’t carry 
a tune and you’ve never sang in publi

stay on pitch to save their life…maybe I 

It’s the gap that creates the hunger. You already know this and 
experience this on a daily level. The bigger the gap between 
breakfast and lunch, the hungrier you are for lunch. Simp

This is why you have to have a strong vision of what your life 
will be like without debt. Without the power of vision, there 

"If you limit your choices 
only to what seems possible 

disconnect yourself from 
what you truly want, and all 
that is left is a compromise."
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Have you ever heard the term, “Mind
have a strong vision, a clear mental picture of what you want to 
do or become, it creates a gap between where you want to be 
and where you are now.  If that vision is compelling, and you 
truly believe that it can be achieved, then it se
the following formula:

Bigger Vision = Bigger Gap = Greater Hunger

is only works if you truly believe in
if your vision is to be the next American Idol, but you can’t carry 
a tune and you’ve never sang in publi

stay on pitch to save their life…maybe I 

It’s the gap that creates the hunger. You already know this and 
experience this on a daily level. The bigger the gap between 
breakfast and lunch, the hungrier you are for lunch. Simp

This is why you have to have a strong vision of what your life 
will be like without debt. Without the power of vision, there 

"If you limit your choices 
only to what seems possible 

or reasonable, you 
disconnect yourself from 

what you truly want, and all 
that is left is a compromise."

— Robert Fritz
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Have you ever heard the term, “Mind
have a strong vision, a clear mental picture of what you want to 
do or become, it creates a gap between where you want to be 
and where you are now.  If that vision is compelling, and you 
truly believe that it can be achieved, then it se
the following formula:

Bigger Vision = Bigger Gap = Greater Hunger

is only works if you truly believe in
if your vision is to be the next American Idol, but you can’t carry 
a tune and you’ve never sang in publi

vision and the gap are huge, 
you’re not going to have any 
hunger to reach that goal 
because deep down you 
won’t believe it is possible 
(although by watching the 
show there are definitely 
people out there who 
believe in this goal who

stay on pitch to save their life…maybe I 

It’s the gap that creates the hunger. You already know this and 
experience this on a daily level. The bigger the gap between 
breakfast and lunch, the hungrier you are for lunch. Simp

This is why you have to have a strong vision of what your life 
will be like without debt. Without the power of vision, there 

"If you limit your choices 
only to what seems possible 

or reasonable, you 
disconnect yourself from 

what you truly want, and all 
that is left is a compromise."

Robert Fritz

                                                               

Have you ever heard the term, “Mind the Gap?” When you 
have a strong vision, a clear mental picture of what you want to 
do or become, it creates a gap between where you want to be 
and where you are now.  If that vision is compelling, and you 
truly believe that it can be achieved, then it sets into motion 

Bigger Vision = Bigger Gap = Greater Hunger

is only works if you truly believe in your vision. For example, 
if your vision is to be the next American Idol, but you can’t carry 
a tune and you’ve never sang in public, then even though the 

vision and the gap are huge, 
you’re not going to have any 
hunger to reach that goal 
because deep down you 
won’t believe it is possible 
(although by watching the 
show there are definitely 
people out there who 
believe in this goal who

stay on pitch to save their life…maybe I need a better

It’s the gap that creates the hunger. You already know this and 
experience this on a daily level. The bigger the gap between 
breakfast and lunch, the hungrier you are for lunch. Simp

This is why you have to have a strong vision of what your life 
will be like without debt. Without the power of vision, there 
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the Gap?” When you 
have a strong vision, a clear mental picture of what you want to 
do or become, it creates a gap between where you want to be 
and where you are now.  If that vision is compelling, and you 

ts into motion 

Bigger Vision = Bigger Gap = Greater Hunger

your vision. For example, 
if your vision is to be the next American Idol, but you can’t carry 

c, then even though the 
vision and the gap are huge, 
you’re not going to have any 
hunger to reach that goal 
because deep down you 
won’t believe it is possible 
(although by watching the 
show there are definitely 
people out there who 
believe in this goal who can’t 

better example). 

It’s the gap that creates the hunger. You already know this and 
experience this on a daily level. The bigger the gap between 
breakfast and lunch, the hungrier you are for lunch. Simple. 

This is why you have to have a strong vision of what your life 
will be like without debt. Without the power of vision, there 
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will be no gap. Without a gap, there can be no hunger. And it’s 
the hunger that drives you to make the sacrifices you will ha
to make, to put in the extra effort to increase your income, and 
to come up with creative ways to get free! 

Listen, people live and die 
every day with loads of debt. 
They have become used to the 
stress and bondage that debt 
brings, and have apathetic
accepted it as the
As stated in Part One
a name for this person: 
Average. 

Well you know what? There’s a better way to living than in 
slavery to debt. It’s time that you accept the fact that you were 
created for greatness. YO
the book on your past and spend some time rewriting your 
future. 
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will be no gap. Without a gap, there can be no hunger. And it’s 
the hunger that drives you to make the sacrifices you will ha
to make, to put in the extra effort to increase your income, and 
to come up with creative ways to get free! 

Listen, people live and die 
every day with loads of debt. 
They have become used to the 
stress and bondage that debt 
brings, and have apathetic
accepted it as their lot in life. 
As stated in Part One
a name for this person: 
Average. 

Well you know what? There’s a better way to living than in 
slavery to debt. It’s time that you accept the fact that you were 
created for greatness. YO
the book on your past and spend some time rewriting your 
future. 

   SSoommeetthhiinngg ttoo t
 How is Vision greater than Hope?
 How is Vision a gift?
 In your life, wh

to steal this gift from you? Who are those who 
have given this gift to you?

 On a scale of 1 
 What one thought has stuck out to you the most 

from Part Two
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will be no gap. Without a gap, there can be no hunger. And it’s 
the hunger that drives you to make the sacrifices you will ha
to make, to put in the extra effort to increase your income, and 
to come up with creative ways to get free! 

Listen, people live and die 
every day with loads of debt. 
They have become used to the 
stress and bondage that debt 
brings, and have apathetically 

ir lot in life. 
As stated in Part One, we have 
a name for this person: 

Well you know what? There’s a better way to living than in 
slavery to debt. It’s time that you accept the fact that you were 
created for greatness. YOU are NOT average! It’s time to close 
the book on your past and spend some time rewriting your 

“There is no easy walk to 

many of us will have to pass 

shadow of death again and 
again before we reach the 

mountaintop of our desires.” 

tthhiinnkk aabboouutt::
How is Vision greater than Hope?
How is Vision a gift?
In your life, who are the people who have tried 
to steal this gift from you? Who are those who 
have given this gift to you?
On a scale of 1 – 10, what is your hunger level? 
What one thought has stuck out to you the most 
from Part Two?

                                                               

will be no gap. Without a gap, there can be no hunger. And it’s 
the hunger that drives you to make the sacrifices you will ha
to make, to put in the extra effort to increase your income, and 
to come up with creative ways to get free! 

Well you know what? There’s a better way to living than in 
slavery to debt. It’s time that you accept the fact that you were 

U are NOT average! It’s time to close 
the book on your past and spend some time rewriting your 

“There is no easy walk to 
freedom anywhere, an

many of us will have to pass 
through the valley of the 

shadow of death again and 
again before we reach the 

mountaintop of our desires.” 
– Nelson Mandela

How is Vision greater than Hope?

o are the people who have tried 
to steal this gift from you? Who are those who 
have given this gift to you?

10, what is your hunger level? 
What one thought has stuck out to you the most 
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will be no gap. Without a gap, there can be no hunger. And it’s 
the hunger that drives you to make the sacrifices you will have 
to make, to put in the extra effort to increase your income, and 

Well you know what? There’s a better way to living than in 
slavery to debt. It’s time that you accept the fact that you were 

U are NOT average! It’s time to close 
the book on your past and spend some time rewriting your 

“There is no easy walk to 
freedom anywhere, and 

many of us will have to pass 
through the valley of the 

shadow of death again and 
again before we reach the 

mountaintop of our desires.” 
Nelson Mandela

o are the people who have tried 
to steal this gift from you? Who are those who 

10, what is your hunger level? 
What one thought has stuck out to you the most 
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Part III: The
CCoomm

There is no magic formula for creating a compelling vision 
statement. But here are some gu
need to be included for it to w

Your vision statement should
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Part III: The
mmppoonneennttss ooff aa

There is no magic formula for creating a compelling vision 
statement. But here are some gu
need to be included for it to w

Your vision statement should

Be Personal:
statement that will please those around you or will look 
good hanging on the wall somewhere. But you can’t co
and paste someone else’s vision, it will never have the 
same power and effect as it will when you create a clear 
and compelling picture of 
your desires. 

Be Possible: I
common tendency is to aim too low already. So let me say 
this: Aim as high as you have faith for at this moment
key is found in that word “faith.” If you don’t believe in 
your vision, then it isn’t going to inspire you, so there has 
to be some believability 
have power. Don’t confuse vision with daydream.

Be Challenging:
also shouldn’t aim too low. If 
least a few butterflies (in the form of “is this possi
how are we going to do this?”), then it is probably too 
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Part III: The Nitty Gritty
aa VViissiioonn SSttaatteemm

There is no magic formula for creating a compelling vision 
statement. But here are some gu
need to be included for it to work. 

Your vision statement should:

The temptation is to create a vision 
statement that will please those around you or will look 
good hanging on the wall somewhere. But you can’t co
and paste someone else’s vision, it will never have the 
same power and effect as it will when you create a clear 
and compelling picture of your

hesitate to even write this, because the 
dency is to aim too low already. So let me say 

this: Aim as high as you have faith for at this moment
key is found in that word “faith.” If you don’t believe in 
your vision, then it isn’t going to inspire you, so there has 

believability mixed in with your vision for it to 
power. Don’t confuse vision with daydream.

Be Challenging: Just like you shouldn’t aim too high, you 
also shouldn’t aim too low. If your vision
least a few butterflies (in the form of “is this possi
how are we going to do this?”), then it is probably too 

                                                               

Nitty Gritty
mmeenntt

There is no magic formula for creating a compelling vision 
statement. But here are some guidelines and qualities that 

The temptation is to create a vision 
statement that will please those around you or will look 
good hanging on the wall somewhere. But you can’t co
and paste someone else’s vision, it will never have the 
same power and effect as it will when you create a clear 

your future from your

hesitate to even write this, because the 
dency is to aim too low already. So let me say 

this: Aim as high as you have faith for at this moment
key is found in that word “faith.” If you don’t believe in 
your vision, then it isn’t going to inspire you, so there has 

ed in with your vision for it to 
power. Don’t confuse vision with daydream.

Just like you shouldn’t aim too high, you 
your vision doesn’t stir up at 

least a few butterflies (in the form of “is this possi
how are we going to do this?”), then it is probably too 
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There is no magic formula for creating a compelling vision 
idelines and qualities that 

The temptation is to create a vision 
statement that will please those around you or will look 
good hanging on the wall somewhere. But you can’t copy 
and paste someone else’s vision, it will never have the 
same power and effect as it will when you create a clear 

your heart and 

hesitate to even write this, because the 
dency is to aim too low already. So let me say 

this: Aim as high as you have faith for at this moment. The 
key is found in that word “faith.” If you don’t believe in 
your vision, then it isn’t going to inspire you, so there has 

ed in with your vision for it to 
power. Don’t confuse vision with daydream.

Just like you shouldn’t aim too high, you 
doesn’t stir up at 

least a few butterflies (in the form of “is this possible? 
how are we going to do this?”), then it is probably too 
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While there is room for some overlap, there really is a great 
deal o
extremely important and have their place. Here is a list of 
thoughts 
between the Vision & Goals
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low. It needs to require your full commitment or else it is 
not going to pull the best out of you. 

Be Simple: Less is more. Strive for a paragraph rather 
than a page. Or better yet, sum it up i
Some people even find a picture or two that successfully 
encapsulates the image of what they want their lives to 
become. 

DDiiffffeerreennccee BBee

While there is room for some overlap, there really is a great 
deal of difference between Vision and Goals. Both are 
extremely important and have their place. Here is a list of 
thoughts and examples 
between the Vision & Goals

 Vision defines a desired future. 
 Goals define a 
 Vision is the destination
 Goals are the steps to get there. 
 Vision is timeless and embodies the ideal. 
 Goals are measurable with 
 Vision answers the question, “What will life look like 

when I am living out my purpose?” 
 Goals answer the question 

realize our vision?”
 Example of Vision: “

generosity, and we chose to live simply so that others 
may simply live.

 Example of a Goal: “
March 31st.”
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low. It needs to require your full commitment or else it is 
not going to pull the best out of you. 

Less is more. Strive for a paragraph rather 
than a page. Or better yet, sum it up i
Some people even find a picture or two that successfully 

the image of what they want their lives to 

eettwweeeenn aa VViissiio

While there is room for some overlap, there really is a great 
f difference between Vision and Goals. Both are 

extremely important and have their place. Here is a list of 
and examples that help distinguish 

between the Vision & Goals:
Vision defines a desired future. 
Goals define a necessary next action
Vision is the destination.

oals are the steps to get there. 
ision is timeless and embodies the ideal. 

Goals are measurable with specific 
Vision answers the question, “What will life look like 
when I am living out my purpose?” 

als answer the question “What steps must we take to 
realize our vision?”
Example of Vision: “Our lives our marked by 
generosity, and we chose to live simply so that others 
may simply live.”
Example of a Goal: “We will pay off our school loan 

”

                                                               

low. It needs to require your full commitment or else it is 
not going to pull the best out of you. 

Less is more. Strive for a paragraph rather 
than a page. Or better yet, sum it up in a single sentence. 
Some people even find a picture or two that successfully 

the image of what they want their lives to 

ioonn aanndd aa GGooaa

While there is room for some overlap, there really is a great 
f difference between Vision and Goals. Both are 

extremely important and have their place. Here is a list of 
that help distinguish the difference 

Vision defines a desired future. 
xt action.

oals are the steps to get there. 
ision is timeless and embodies the ideal. 

specific deadlines. 
Vision answers the question, “What will life look like 
when I am living out my purpose?” 

“What steps must we take to 

Our lives our marked by 
generosity, and we chose to live simply so that others 

will pay off our school loan 
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low. It needs to require your full commitment or else it is 

Less is more. Strive for a paragraph rather 
n a single sentence. 

Some people even find a picture or two that successfully 
the image of what they want their lives to 

aall

While there is room for some overlap, there really is a great 
f difference between Vision and Goals. Both are 

extremely important and have their place. Here is a list of 
the difference 

deadlines. 
Vision answers the question, “What will life look like 

“What steps must we take to 

Our lives our marked by great 
generosity, and we chose to live simply so that others 

will pay off our school loan by 
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Part IV: Take Action
CCrreeaa

Here are some steps you can take 
to help you craft a “this is what our 
life is like without debt” vision 
statement. If you’re married, I 
recommend printing this off, and 
going to a nice q
where you and your spouse can talk through this and dream a 
little together. If you’re single, do the same thing, maybe 
bringing a close friend who also has debt and you can go 
through it together

Step One: Where are you now?

1.

2.

3.
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Part IV: Take Action
aattee aa DDeebbtt--FFrree

Here are some steps you can take 
to help you craft a “this is what our 
life is like without debt” vision 
statement. If you’re married, I 
recommend printing this off, and 
going to a nice quiet restaurant 
where you and your spouse can talk through this and dream a 
little together. If you’re single, do the same thing, maybe 
bringing a close friend who also has debt and you can go 
through it together (just don’t put it on your credit card ok?)

Step One: Where are you now?

1. List out all of your debts in order from greatest to least, 
including any mortgages.

2. List out all of your various sources of income such as 
salary, investments, odd jobs, etc.

3. How long will it take you to pay off your 
changes in your income
any new debt)
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Part IV: Take Action
eeee VViissiioonn SSttaatt

Here are some steps you can take 
to help you craft a “this is what our 
life is like without debt” vision 
statement. If you’re married, I 
recommend printing this off, and 

uiet restaurant 
where you and your spouse can talk through this and dream a 
little together. If you’re single, do the same thing, maybe 
bringing a close friend who also has debt and you can go 

(just don’t put it on your credit card ok?)

Step One: Where are you now?

List out all of your debts in order from greatest to least, 
including any mortgages.

List out all of your various sources of income such as 
salary, investments, odd jobs, etc.

How long will it take you to pay off your 
changes in your income (assuming you don’t accumulate 

debt)?

                                                               

Part IV: Take Action
tteemmeenntt

Here are some steps you can take 
to help you craft a “this is what our 
life is like without debt” vision 
statement. If you’re married, I 
recommend printing this off, and 

uiet restaurant 
where you and your spouse can talk through this and dream a 
little together. If you’re single, do the same thing, maybe 
bringing a close friend who also has debt and you can go 

(just don’t put it on your credit card ok?)

List out all of your debts in order from greatest to least, 

List out all of your various sources of income such as 
salary, investments, odd jobs, etc.

How long will it take you to pay off your debt if
(assuming you don’t accumulate 

“Record the vision and 
inscribe it on tablets 

that the one who 
reads it may run.”

Habakkuk 2:2
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where you and your spouse can talk through this and dream a 
little together. If you’re single, do the same thing, maybe 
bringing a close friend who also has debt and you can go 

(just don’t put it on your credit card ok?).

List out all of your debts in order from greatest to least, 

List out all of your various sources of income such as 

debt if nothing 
(assuming you don’t accumulate 

“Record the vision and 
inscribe it on tablets 

that the one who 
reads it may run.”

Habakkuk 2:2
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4.

5.
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4. What are five hab
credit cards, high car payments, etc. There may be other 
reasons, such as unexpected illness or losing your job, 
but often it is our spending habits which allow for zero 
financial margin that preceded the emergency)

5. What are five mindsets or beliefs that you have that 
need to change? (Ex: “If I make more money, I’m taking 
money from someone else.” Or, “it is
poor because money is evil”)
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What are five habits that got you into this mess
credit cards, high car payments, etc. There may be other 
reasons, such as unexpected illness or losing your job, 
but often it is our spending habits which allow for zero 
financial margin that preceded the emergency)

What are five mindsets or beliefs that you have that 
need to change? (Ex: “If I make more money, I’m taking 
money from someone else.” Or, “it is
poor because money is evil”)

                                                               

its that got you into this mess
credit cards, high car payments, etc. There may be other 
reasons, such as unexpected illness or losing your job, 
but often it is our spending habits which allow for zero 
financial margin that preceded the emergency)

What are five mindsets or beliefs that you have that 
need to change? (Ex: “If I make more money, I’m taking 
money from someone else.” Or, “it is more spiritual to be 
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its that got you into this mess (Using 
credit cards, high car payments, etc. There may be other 
reasons, such as unexpected illness or losing your job, 
but often it is our spending habits which allow for zero 
financial margin that preceded the emergency)?

What are five mindsets or beliefs that you have that 
need to change? (Ex: “If I make more money, I’m taking 

more spiritual to be 
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6.
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6. Write down 30 reasons how your debt is hurting you and 
holding you back. Thirty is a good number because it’s 
high enough to force you to really think, and short 
enough that you’ll reread it.
to give to those in need, we can’t take our family on a 
vacation, it’s causing conflict in our marriage over 
purchases, etc.) 
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Write down 30 reasons how your debt is hurting you and 
holding you back. Thirty is a good number because it’s 
high enough to force you to really think, and short 
enough that you’ll reread it.
to give to those in need, we can’t take our family on a 
vacation, it’s causing conflict in our marriage over 
purchases, etc.) 

                                                               

Write down 30 reasons how your debt is hurting you and 
holding you back. Thirty is a good number because it’s 
high enough to force you to really think, and short 

(Examples: “we can’t afford 
to give to those in need, we can’t take our family on a 
vacation, it’s causing conflict in our marriage over 
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Write down 30 reasons how your debt is hurting you and 
holding you back. Thirty is a good number because it’s 
high enough to force you to really think, and short 

(Examples: “we can’t afford 
to give to those in need, we can’t take our family on a 
vacation, it’s causing conflict in our marriage over petty 
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Step Two: Where do you want to be?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Step Two: Where do you want to be?

1. What specific date do you want to
consumer debt paid off? What about your mortgages?

2. How much money would you like to make in your 
lifetime? 

3. What five “practicals” do you need to learn 
you on track? (Ex: staying on a budget)

4. What are five “freedoms” tha
you couldn’t when you had debt (Examples: freedom to 
give more, freedom to travel, freedom to stay home with 
the kids, etc)?

5. Dream: What does the ideal “day in the life of you” look 
like after you are out of debt and have expen
income? Write down or talk through a day in the life, 
from waking up to going to bed. Be as detailed as 
possible: what does your house/bedroom look like, what 
do you have for breakfast, what do you drive to work, 
how do you dress your kids for school
have, where do you eat for dinner, what do you do with 
your family for fun after work, etc.  If it’s not creating 
emotion in you, you need to be more descriptive and 
dream bigger.
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Step Two: Where do you want to be?

What specific date do you want to
consumer debt paid off? What about your mortgages?

How much money would you like to make in your 

“practicals” do you need to learn 
you on track? (Ex: staying on a budget)

What are five “freedoms” tha
you couldn’t when you had debt (Examples: freedom to 
give more, freedom to travel, freedom to stay home with 

?

Dream: What does the ideal “day in the life of you” look 
like after you are out of debt and have expen
income? Write down or talk through a day in the life, 
from waking up to going to bed. Be as detailed as 
possible: what does your house/bedroom look like, what 
do you have for breakfast, what do you drive to work, 
how do you dress your kids for school
have, where do you eat for dinner, what do you do with 
your family for fun after work, etc.  If it’s not creating 
emotion in you, you need to be more descriptive and 
dream bigger.

                                                               

Step Two: Where do you want to be?

What specific date do you want to have all of your 
consumer debt paid off? What about your mortgages?

How much money would you like to make in your 

“practicals” do you need to learn that will keep 
you on track? (Ex: staying on a budget)

What are five “freedoms” that you will now enjoy that 
you couldn’t when you had debt (Examples: freedom to 
give more, freedom to travel, freedom to stay home with 

Dream: What does the ideal “day in the life of you” look 
like after you are out of debt and have expen
income? Write down or talk through a day in the life, 
from waking up to going to bed. Be as detailed as 
possible: what does your house/bedroom look like, what 
do you have for breakfast, what do you drive to work, 
how do you dress your kids for school, what job do you 
have, where do you eat for dinner, what do you do with 
your family for fun after work, etc.  If it’s not creating 
emotion in you, you need to be more descriptive and 
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ave all of your 
consumer debt paid off? What about your mortgages?

How much money would you like to make in your 

that will keep 

t you will now enjoy that 
you couldn’t when you had debt (Examples: freedom to 
give more, freedom to travel, freedom to stay home with 

Dream: What does the ideal “day in the life of you” look 
like after you are out of debt and have expendable 
income? Write down or talk through a day in the life, 
from waking up to going to bed. Be as detailed as 
possible: what does your house/bedroom look like, what 
do you have for breakfast, what do you drive to work, 

, what job do you 
have, where do you eat for dinner, what do you do with 
your family for fun after work, etc.  If it’s not creating 
emotion in you, you need to be more descriptive and 
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6.
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6. Write down 30 reasons how being debt free and having 
expendable income will benefit your life (Examples: we 
can order what we 
the cheap items, we can travel to see our families for the 
holidays, we’re able to support two orphans overseas, 
we’re able to save for our children’s 
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Write down 30 reasons how being debt free and having 
dable income will benefit your life (Examples: we 

can order what we want to eat on date night 
the cheap items, we can travel to see our families for the 
holidays, we’re able to support two orphans overseas, 
we’re able to save for our children’s 

                                                               

Write down 30 reasons how being debt free and having 
dable income will benefit your life (Examples: we 

want to eat on date night 
the cheap items, we can travel to see our families for the 
holidays, we’re able to support two orphans overseas, 
we’re able to save for our children’s college fund, etc). 
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Write down 30 reasons how being debt free and having 
dable income will benefit your life (Examples: we 

want to eat on date night - not just 
the cheap items, we can travel to see our families for the 
holidays, we’re able to support two orphans overseas, 

college fund, etc). 
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Step Three: Write 
Create a vision statement which captures all of the above 
information into a single paragraph or less (think 3x5 note card 
that you can tape to a mirror, or carry in y
not a formula for what goes on the card, but it should be as 
specific and simple as possible, and most of all, motivating. 
It should unleash energy in you and inspire a recommitment to 
your goal of getting and being debt free, every t
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Step Three: Write Out
Create a vision statement which captures all of the above 
information into a single paragraph or less (think 3x5 note card 
that you can tape to a mirror, or carry in y
not a formula for what goes on the card, but it should be as 
specific and simple as possible, and most of all, motivating. 
It should unleash energy in you and inspire a recommitment to 
your goal of getting and being debt free, every t
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Out the Vision Statement
Create a vision statement which captures all of the above 
information into a single paragraph or less (think 3x5 note card 
that you can tape to a mirror, or carry in y
not a formula for what goes on the card, but it should be as 
specific and simple as possible, and most of all, motivating. 
It should unleash energy in you and inspire a recommitment to 
your goal of getting and being debt free, every t

                                                               

tatement
Create a vision statement which captures all of the above 
information into a single paragraph or less (think 3x5 note card 
that you can tape to a mirror, or carry in your pocket). There’s 
not a formula for what goes on the card, but it should be as 
specific and simple as possible, and most of all, motivating. 
It should unleash energy in you and inspire a recommitment to 
your goal of getting and being debt free, every time you read it. 
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Create a vision statement which captures all of the above 
information into a single paragraph or less (think 3x5 note card 

our pocket). There’s 
not a formula for what goes on the card, but it should be as 
specific and simple as possible, and most of all, motivating. 
It should unleash energy in you and inspire a recommitment to 

ime you read it. 
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Part V: Conclusion
As we wrap up this special report on Vision, I want to leave 
you with a thought: 

What separates men of 
greatness from the rest of 
the fold is not their ab
act great, but rather, their 
ability for great action. The 
ability to dream, to visualize 
how great your future and 
your purpose can be, is all 
but futile if not married to 
great action. 

TThhee

I attended an entrepreneur’s brea
speaker told a story about “The Fog and the Ferrari.” 

Imagine sitting behind the wheel of a 600 hp supercar, the 
best that Italy has to offer, 
you crest the next hill, you 
into 
that moment, all of the hours and years spent designing the 
Ferrar
doing good just to do 20 mph. You’re driving a car of 
unlimited potential, yet
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Part V: Conclusion
As we wrap up this special report on Vision, I want to leave 
you with a thought: 

What separates men of 
greatness from the rest of 
the fold is not their ab
act great, but rather, their 
ability for great action. The 
ability to dream, to visualize 
how great your future and 
your purpose can be, is all 
but futile if not married to 
great action. 

e FFoogg aanndd tthhee

I attended an entrepreneur’s brea
speaker told a story about “The Fog and the Ferrari.” 

Imagine sitting behind the wheel of a 600 hp supercar, the 
best that Italy has to offer, 
you crest the next hill, you 
into a thick fog which has blanketed the 
that moment, all of the hours and years spent designing the 
Ferrari are useless. All the horsepower? P
doing good just to do 20 mph. You’re driving a car of 
unlimited potential, yet
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Part V: Conclusion
As we wrap up this special report on Vision, I want to leave 
you with a thought: Vision without Action is a Daydream.

What separates men of 
greatness from the rest of 
the fold is not their ability to 
act great, but rather, their 
ability for great action. The 
ability to dream, to visualize 
how great your future and 
your purpose can be, is all 
but futile if not married to 

FFeerrrraarrii

I attended an entrepreneur’s brea
speaker told a story about “The Fog and the Ferrari.” 

Imagine sitting behind the wheel of a 600 hp supercar, the 
best that Italy has to offer, flying down the 
you crest the next hill, you find yourself 

thick fog which has blanketed the 
that moment, all of the hours and years spent designing the 

i are useless. All the horsepower? P
doing good just to do 20 mph. You’re driving a car of 
unlimited potential, yet the best you can do is creep along. 

"If one advances confidently 

dreams, and endeavors to 

imagined, he will meet with 

                                                               

As we wrap up this special report on Vision, I want to leave 
Vision without Action is a Daydream.

I attended an entrepreneur’s breakfast recently, and the 
speaker told a story about “The Fog and the Ferrari.” 

Imagine sitting behind the wheel of a 600 hp supercar, the 
flying down the Autobahn. 
find yourself descending down

thick fog which has blanketed the valley
that moment, all of the hours and years spent designing the 

i are useless. All the horsepower? Pointless. You’re 
doing good just to do 20 mph. You’re driving a car of 

the best you can do is creep along. 

"If one advances confidently 
in the direction of his 

dreams, and endeavors to 
live the life which he has 

imagined, he will meet with 
success unexpected in 

common hours."
— Henry David Thoreau
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As we wrap up this special report on Vision, I want to leave 
Vision without Action is a Daydream.

kfast recently, and the 
speaker told a story about “The Fog and the Ferrari.” 

Imagine sitting behind the wheel of a 600 hp supercar, the 
Autobahn. As 

descending down
valley below. At 

that moment, all of the hours and years spent designing the 
ointless. You’re 

doing good just to do 20 mph. You’re driving a car of 
the best you can do is creep along. 

"If one advances confidently 
in the direction of his 

dreams, and endeavors to 
live the life which he has 

imagined, he will meet with 
success unexpected in 

on hours."
Henry David Thoreau
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In that moment, what matters most is Vision. The potential 
of the vehicle is wasted unless there is vision. In the same 
way, 
vision.
simp
now and do whatever you need to do to get clarity in your 
life. As Solomon said long ago, “Where there is no vision, 
the people perish.” Proverbs 29:18 

SSttaayy

Hopefully, this conversation (on one of my favorite topics) 
been beneficial to you. As always, please feel free to dialogue 
with us if you have questions or thoughts on your journey. 
We’d love to 
feedback and find out what we can do to help encourage you 
as you continue on your journey of financial fr

You can 
and Facebook, 

Com
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In that moment, what matters most is Vision. The potential 
of the vehicle is wasted unless there is vision. In the same 
way, the potential

ion. The greatne
ply do not mat

now and do whatever you need to do to get clarity in your 
life. As Solomon said long ago, “Where there is no vision, 
the people perish.” Proverbs 29:18 
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Hopefully, this conversation (on one of my favorite topics) 
been beneficial to you. As always, please feel free to dialogue 
with us if you have questions or thoughts on your journey. 
We’d love to read y
feedback and find out what we can do to help encourage you 
as you continue on your journey of financial fr

You can find us at www.
and Facebook, or email us at 

mmitted to your F
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In that moment, what matters most is Vision. The potential 
of the vehicle is wasted unless there is vision. In the same 

l of your life is wasted unless the
ess of your pu
tter if you’re livi

now and do whatever you need to do to get clarity in your 
life. As Solomon said long ago, “Where there is no vision, 
the people perish.” Proverbs 29:18 

Hopefully, this conversation (on one of my favorite topics) 
been beneficial to you. As always, please feel free to dialogue 
with us if you have questions or thoughts on your journey. 

your vision stat
feedback and find out what we can do to help encourage you 
as you continue on your journey of financial fr
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or email us at contact@debttolife.com

Freedom,

                                                               

In that moment, what matters most is Vision. The potential 
of the vehicle is wasted unless there is vision. In the same 

your life is wasted unless the
urpose and you

if you’re living in a fog. Take action 
now and do whatever you need to do to get clarity in your 
life. As Solomon said long ago, “Where there is no vision, 
the people perish.” Proverbs 29:18 

Hopefully, this conversation (on one of my favorite topics) 
been beneficial to you. As always, please feel free to dialogue 
with us if you have questions or thoughts on your journey. 

tement, and als
feedback and find out what we can do to help encourage you 
as you continue on your journey of financial freedom.

ife.com, follow us 
contact@debttolife.com
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In that moment, what matters most is Vision. The potential 
of the vehicle is wasted unless there is vision. In the same 

your life is wasted unless there is 
ur potential 

ng in a fog. Take action 
now and do whatever you need to do to get clarity in your 
life. As Solomon said long ago, “Where there is no vision, 

Hopefully, this conversation (on one of my favorite topics) has 
been beneficial to you. As always, please feel free to dialogue 
with us if you have questions or thoughts on your journey. 

so hear your 
feedback and find out what we can do to help encourage you 

eedom.

follow us on Twitter 
contact@debttolife.com.


